
February 3, 2021

Dear Fox Chapel Area Family,

Happy February! The beginning of this month ushers in National School Counseling Week, and I
want to take an opportunity to thank all of our school counselors for all they do to assist, guide,
and advocate for our students in myriad ways. Because of the nature of their work, most people
do not see the great lengths they go to for our students. We consider ourselves so very
fortunate to have them as mentors and role models!

Our students continue to flourish in academic, artistic, and extracurricular endeavors despite
less-than-ideal circumstances prompted by COVID-19, and I would like to share more of those
successes with you this week.

● Fox Chapel Area High School senior Abigail Rickin-Marks has been chosen to receive
NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) Keystone Pennsylvania’s 2021 Youth Mental
Health Leadership Award. The award is given to a young person who is a change-leader
in the area of mental health education. Abby was selected for her contributions in both
her school and community to raise mental health awareness and reduce stigma.

● A total of 25 high school and middle school students won awards in regional
competitions of the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards. Seven of those students qualified to
have their work judged nationally. Additionally, senior Jessica Jing McCann was selected
as an American Visions nominee for her jewelry. American Visions pieces are
considered to be among the very best of the show.

● Two high school students won awards in the 2021 National YoungArts Foundation
competition. Jing was named a finalist in Design Arts and was invited to showcase her
work to a worldwide audience. Sophomore Sloane Simon was named an honorable
mention winner in the Singer-Songwriter category.

● Three seniors have been chosen to perform with the prestigious 2021 National
Association for Music Education All-Eastern Honors ensembles. Nathaniel Hines was
selected for the All-Eastern Honors Choir, Jack Penland was chosen to play with the
All-Eastern Honors Orchestra, and Joey Wang was named to the All-Eastern Honors
Band. Students selected for All-East ensembles come from 11 states.

● Sixty high school students won awards as part of the 2020 Future Business Leaders of
America Virtual Regional Leadership Conference. Forty-seven of them qualified for the
state conference.

● Dorseyville Middle School recently recognized the following students as the second
group of January “Principal Pawsitive Reward” winners: Ava Persichetti, Francesco
Pistella, Alexa Rossi, Cecily Sarra, Henry Stallings, Bryce Suranovich, Oliver Terrick,
Magdalena Wissner, and Joe Yoshikawa.

Also, congratulations to Fox Chapel Area High School librarian Dr. Laura Ward, who has been
selected as a member of the 2020-2021 Pennsylvania School Librarians Association Leadership



Institute for School Librarians. Dr. Ward will receive professional development, training, and
strategic planning guidance on issues surrounding the topics of equity, diversity, and inclusion.

I am so very proud of these individuals and continually inspired by their hard work and diligence,
as well as the contributions of others who have helped them achieve to these heights. I’m
#FCProud every day, but especially more so today.

Sincerely,

Dr. Mary Catherine Reljac
Superintendent


